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The Senate having once pronounced, France will obey its dictates. w* Alexander still hesitated.
"Will your Majesty be pleased to hear two witnesses in confirmation of my testimony ? * With these words M. de Talleyrand sent for the Baron Louis and the Archbishop of Malines. On the evidence of these two men the Emperor of Russia formed his opinion on the state of France! In truth, I am almost inclined to believe that his mind was made up beforehand.
The Council was held immediately afterward. It consisted of the Emperor Alexander and the King of Prussia, the Duke Dalberg, M. Nesselrode, M. Pozzo di Borgo, Prince Schwartzenberg, Prince Lichtenstein, M. de Talleyrand, Baron Louis, and the Archbishop of Malines. These individuals were ranged on the right and left of the large table which stood in the middle of the apartment.
The Emperor Alexander did not sit down, but alternately stood and walked about; his mind seemed quite absorbed in the great interests which were under consideration. He expatiated largely on the misfortunes of war, and ended by observing that Napoleon, having merited to be deprived of a power which he had abused, France should be allowed to choose another Sovereign, and that the Allies should aid that important object by assisting to repress the efforts of persons striving to maintain an order of things which it was necessary totally to abolish.
Having said this much, he turned to the King of Prussia, and to Prince Schwartzenberg, who represented the Emperor of Austria, and asked them whether they concurred in his opinion. Alexander then made several noble and generous remarks, and "betrayed considerable emotion. It is but justice to acknowledge that in his intervention in the affairs of France he was at the outset actuated by the most magnanimous feeling.
The conduct of the Archbishop of Malines was curious on this occasion. It will be best painted in colors borrowed from his own palette. <( When the Emperor asked
*This remark of M. de Talleyrand is a terrible condemnation on the Senate. It would lead to the inference that if the Senate had protested against the arbitrary commands of Napoleon, it would have been seconded by Prance.still at Blois., or because thatovigo was so illEmperor's orderly officers. his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
